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Executive Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents/Carers,

We’ve had another lovely and productive week here at Winkleigh Primary School.

It was fantastic to welcome so many parents and carers to our Easter-themed Stay and Play session. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed sharing their learning with you, and the nursery was  buzzing with 

excitement.

On Wednesday, some classes took part in Cultural Champion workshops, with the whole federation 

assembly ending the day.  This was a valuable opportunity for our children to come together with 

another school community and learn about different cultures and beliefs. Neomi delivered an 

engaging and thoughtful presentation about her faith, introducing the children to aspects of Muslim 

traditions and celebrations. She spoke about the importance of community, prayer, and key 

celebrations such as Eid, helping to broaden the children’s understanding of the world around them 

and encouraging respect for different beliefs and ways of life. 

Well done to some of our Key Stage 2 children who took part in the inter-schools cross country event 

at Monkleigh. They all performed brilliantly and represented the school exceptionally well. Mr 

Slocombe, Mr Walter, Mr Craker and I were very impressed with their performance and 

sportsmanship.

Thank you to all parents who attended parents’ evenings this week. Both evenings ran smoothly and 

we are appreciative to parents/carers for keeping to the allocated times. These provide a valuable 

opportunity to discuss children’s progress with teachers. We received lots of very positive feedback 

from parents and we are grateful to those who took the time to share this with us.

Miss Batstone will be leaving us at the end of this term. She has secured a job in a brand new nursery 

and will be setting up the new provision, an exciting opportunity for her. We thank Miss Batstone for 

her contribution to the federation. Miss Jones will be teaching in Owls class alongside Miss Crosby 

during the summer term. Miss Jones is a qualified teacher and already knows the children well. 

Mrs Bridgman will also be leaving us at the end of this term, she has been a valued member of our 

team for over 9 years. We wish her all the best as she moves to pastures new.

Finally, a thank you to Mr Jarad from Primary Sports for organising our whole-school cross country 

event. Every class took part in a mini cross-country course, earning points for their tree groups. It was 

a fantastic event that encouraged participation, perseverance, and team spirit across the school.

Have a lovely weekend!

Kind regards,

Mrs Fenemore



Diary dates
Upcoming week

Week beginning: 30.03.26

Weekly 

deadlines

• Lunch deadline – midnight the day before
• All sorts – 3pm Friday before (call admin to make short notice changes)

• Early birds – 3pm Friday before (call admin to make short notice changes)

• Bus changes – 2.30pm to email each day, phone after this time.
• Gate opens 08.45-08.55 each day.

Email admin@winkleigh.devon.sch.uk to make changes.

Monday 
• PE Kit: Year 6
• Year 5 Skern Residential

Tuesday
• PE Kit: Year 3, Year 4
• Year 5 Skern Residential

Wednesday

• PE Kit: Owls, Year 1, Year 6
• Year 4 Sporting Visit to Kings Nympton – PE kit required
• Year 5 Skern Residential – Collect from Skern
• Woodland Robins 9am-10.30am

Thursday

• Family breakfast and Open Morning
• FOWs Dare to be Different fundraiser
• Football club (KS2) with Mr Jarad 3.30pm-4.30pm
• PE kit: Owls, Year 1, Year 2, Year 5
• KS2 Cross-country at Kings Nympton – collect from school at 

12.30pm – those involved have received letters

Friday • Good Friday – School Closed

mailto:admin@winkleigh.devon.sch.uk


Diary dates
This half term

These dates are provisional and subject to change. Details will follow.

Summer 1

Wb
20.04.26

20.04.26 INSET Day – School closed to pupils

21.04.26 Return to school, The Great Winkleigh Bake Off, Writing hook day

23.04.26 Exeter City Football Stadium Tour

Wb
27.04.26

28.04.26 KS2 Shelterbox assembly

Wb 
04.05.26

04.05.26 May Bank Holiday

05.05.26 10 a day workshops – Y4/5

06.05.26 Year 4 Stover Educational Visit

Wb
11.05.26

KS2 SATs week – Y6 SATs breakfast

12.05.26 Year 5 We the Curious trip

14.05.26 Y3/4 QE Rounders event

15.05.26 Aquathlon event

15.05.26 Family breakfast & open morning

15.05.26 Nursery stay and play

Wb
18.05.26

18.05.26 NSPCC Workshops Y2, Y4, Y5

19.05.26 FOWs Bags to school

20.05.26 KS1 Infant Music Festival

21.05.26 Recycling workshops

21.05.26 Curry Takeway Night

22.05.26 Owls Devon Railway Centre visit



Diary dates UPDATED
This academic year

These dates are provisional and subject to change.

Details will follow.

June

1st – Staff training day

2nd – Return to school & writing 

hook day

4th/5th – Y4 Bristol

10th – Y4 Athletics at Landscore

11th/12th – Y3 Camping

15th – Father’s Day Breakfast

17th/18th/19th – Y6 London

17th – KS1 Multiskills at Hatherleigh

Wb 22nd – Sport & Culture week

24th – Sports Day

25th – Fireball volleyball

29th – KS1 Netball & Y6 Football at 

Bow

July

2nd/3rd – Y6 Surfing

7th – Transition day

10th – Colour run

21st  – Leaver’s Assembly

21st – Final day of term

August

Summer Holidays



Summer Term Menu
£2.60 per meal. We have spent a lot of time talking to children and adapting the 

menu to appeal to their tastes, we would be grateful if you encourage your 

children to try the meals on offer.



Tuesday 21st April 2026 

Entries £1 each in the following 

categories:

• Technical challenge – Victoria Sponge (set recipe)

• Showstopper

• Four decorated cupcakes

• A bake involving chocolate

Entries in school by 9am on 21.04.26. 

Entries will be judged, before being 

auctioned at 3pm (hall/top playground)

Great Winkleigh 

Bake off



Woodland Robins 
A warm, welcoming space for bumps, babies, and little 

learners to grow together.

Wednesday mornings (term time)

9am-10.30am

Winkleigh Primary School Hall

£2 per session

Refreshments included

Join us for stories, singing and a wonderful opportunity for play 

and exploration. We would love to welcome you into school 

for quality interactions with children and families. 

Baby weighing available.





Trips & Activities

Year 1 – Exmoor Zoo
Year 1 had a brilliant educational visit to Exmoor Zoo last Friday, exploring real-

life examples of animals they’ve been learning about in class. They spotted 

favourites like meerkats, cheetahs, pumas, and lemur monkeys, and were 

thrilled to see a snake called Pumpkin and a giant Australian stick insect. Bonnie 

said, “I loved the caiman, which was hard to spot in the water,” and Malia 

bravely touched a live snake, saying, “I don’t like snakes, I’m scared of them,” 

but couldn’t pass up the opportunity to meet one. The children used their 

scientific vocabulary to classify animals, linking this to the five vertebrate groups 

and making connections across science, maths, and computing through 

sorting, grouping, and observation. It was a fun, hands-on way to bring learning 

to life.



Trips & Activities

Owls – RHS Rosemoor
On Tuesday, Owls had a wonderful visit to Rosemoor, where they enjoyed 

exploring the beautiful gardens alongside peers from across the federation. The 

children had great fun collecting leaves of all shapes and sizes—some as big as 

their heads, others as tiny as their fingers. They carefully searched for different 

colours, matching their leaves to the rainbow they spotted around the garden. 

It was a fantastic hands-on experience that encouraged curiosity, teamwork, 

and observation, as the children shared their discoveries and celebrated the 

variety of nature together.



Trips & Activities

Cultural champion visit
Some of the classes had the opportunity to meet Neomi Alam who is a faith and 

diversity speaker across Devon. All of the children thoroughly enjoyed learning 

more about Islam. To end the day, Kings Nympton Primary School and Preschool 

joined us remotely to have a whole Federation assembly with fantastic 

engagement and questioning.



Trips & Activities

Key Stage 2 – Cross-country – Monkleigh 

On Wednesday, 25 Key Stage 2 children 

took part in a cross-country event at 

Monkleigh Primary School. The children 

showed fantastic resilience, with some 

great results! Bobby managed to secure a 

win in the Year 6 boys’ race against some 

tough competition! The children have 

prepared in running club with Mr 

Slocombe, Mr Walter and Mr Craker this 

half term. A big thank you to Mrs Wilson, 

Mrs Reeves and team at Monkleigh for 

organising a fantastic event.



Class news

Nursery – Hedgehogs, Foxcubs & Squirrels – Mrs Stapley
Dear Families,

This week in the nursery, we have been embracing the wonderful season of spring! The 
children have shown great curiosity as we explored the changes happening around us, 

especially focusing on flowers and patterns.

This Week’s Highlights:
We talked about how flowers grow and what they need to thrive, such as sunlight, water, 

and care. The children enjoyed observing different types of flowers and noticing their bright 
colours, shapes, and sizes.

Pattern Fun:
A big part of our learning has been all about patterns! The children explored patterns in a 

variety of ways:
• Creating repeating patterns using coloured petals and leaves
• Printing flower shapes with paint to make beautiful designs

• Spotting patterns in nature, such as petals on flowers
• Making their own patterns using beads and blocks

Through these activities, the children are developing skills in:
• Early maths (recognising and creating patterns)

• Language development (learning new spring vocabulary)
• Fine motor skills (cutting, sticking, and painting)

• Understanding the world around them

Try This at Home
You can support your child by:

Going on a spring walk and spotting flowers together
Creating simple patterns with everyday objects (e.g., spoon–fork–spoon–fork)

Talking about colours and shapes you see in nature
We are so proud of how engaged and enthusiastic the children have been this week. We 

look forward to continuing our springtime learning!
Below is a song we have been singing together.

Have a wonderful weekend!
The Nursery Team

Spring Song (Sing to the tune of ‘The Farmer’s in his Den’.)
•The sun is shining bright, The sun is shining bright, Oh how I love the warmth, The sun is 

shining bright.
•The rain is falling down, The rain is falling down, Oh how I love the sound, The rain is falling 

down.
•The flowers start to bloom, The flowers start to bloom, Oh how I love the sight, The flowers 

start to bloom.



Class news

Nursery – Hedgehogs, Foxcubs & Squirrels – Mrs Stapley



Class news

Owls (Reception) – Miss Batstone & Miss Crosby
Owls have had a great week. We continued our exploration of all things “growing” and 

lifecycles. The children have shown great understanding of what a lifecycle is and 
demonstrated their knowledge well during our Rosemoor trip on Tuesday. We planted our 

own pea seeds, collected different leaves and created our own wax resist artwork of them. 
The children had a great time and loved going out on the bus! 

During Drawing club this week, we have been looking at “bagpuss”. The children were 
fascinated by the start in black and white. We talked all about how television has changed 
through the years. They thoroughly enjoyed creating their own characters from dinosaurs to 

different cats and thinking about what “Emily” could use to collect lost things. 

During maths we have begun to compare numbers within 10. Strengthening our 
understanding of number bonds and subitising. We have been using part-whole models 
and 5s and 10s frames to represent numbers and explore the bonds we can see (without 

counting). What a great week!



Class news

Year 2 – Mrs Keast
Year Two were very interested to learn about temperature in maths this week. We looked at 

the weather forecast and the predicted temperature before heading outside to test it for 
ourselves. We talked about the temperature differences between outside and inside. Later 
in the week we took part in some practical measure activities, using various containers to 

measure volumes of water.  We also discussed the difference between capacity and 
volume. In English, we have been working on some of our grammar, linked to the text 'War 

Dog'.  We have been using vocabulary from the text, changing sentences to include 
possessive apostrophes and converting present tense sentences into past tense. Next week 
we will be rewriting the story independently. The writing that we produce is going to be sent 
to The Royal British Legion in Okehampton. We are looking forward to sharing our final piece 
of writing with some members of the wider community who are interested in military history.
We had an informative visit from Cultural Champion Neomi Alam on Wednesday. Neomi 
shared her experiences of being raised as a British Bangladeshi Muslim. This gave us some 
great opportunities to make links to our learning about Islam in RE this term and we were 

able to ask her many questions about her faith. We enjoyed learning about her daily 
routine, prayer and charitable giving. 

Year 1 – Mrs Roberts

The children were excited to have a sneak peek at the new play park 

at Elm Meadow. We had some great discussions about how the 

equipment might be transported and how it is assembled ready for use.

In Maths, we concluded our learning on length and height and have 

now begun a new unit on mass and volume. In English, we started our 

new learning sequence based on the story Dogger. The children really 

enjoyed describing Dogger and creating missing posters and extending 

their writing by giving explanation. In Science, we learned about the 

sense of touch and taste - the children enjoyed tasting a variety of 

foods and practised describing the different flavours. 

In RE, we explored what Easter eggs symbolise in the Christian faith and 

had some thoughtful discussions. In History, we continued our learning 

about the Great Fire of London. This week, we explored how firefighting 

has changed over time, including the methods used during the fire and 

the equipment firefighters use today.

In PE, our fitness lesson focused on speed and stamina. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed completing the different outdoor courses during a 

brief moment of sunshine!

It was lovely to speak to so many of you at parents’ evening this week—

thank you for your continued support.

Have a wonderful weekend!



Class news

Year 3 – Mrs Bourner
There has been a flurry of excited writing in Year Three this week linked to our English text! The 

children have written some fantastic letters, instructions and passages to introduce their monster.  

They are very much looking forward to creating their own Monster guide book next week!  We 

had a very busy maths activity on Thursday this week where the children practised using their 

skills of reading scales to weigh a variety of different items. I wonder if you have any scales at 

home to practice these skills?  Maybe you could bake a cake or weigh some of the items from 

your cupboard?  It was lovely to welcome Neomi Allan into school on Wednesday.  She talked 

to the children about her Muslim faith, shared photographs, rosary beads and the Qu’ran, as 

well as demonstrating how Muslims pray.  The children asked some fantastic questions and 

shared their own learning from last term with her.  Well done to everyone who took part in our 

cross-country events this week both in school and also at Monkleigh on Wednesday.  Have a 

lovely restful weekend Year Three. 

Year 4 – Mr Walter
Year 4 have had a wonderfully busy week of learning. In English, the children have continued 

exploring our topic What a Waste by writing diary entries from the perspective of a piece of 

rubbish, focusing on expressing feelings and emotions. They also took part in a litter pick around 

the school grounds, gathering information and photographs to create their own PowerPoint 

presentations, which they look forward to sharing during a whole-school assembly. Their aim has 

been to use rhetorical questions and emotive language to encourage others to take care of our 

environment. In maths, the class have completed their work on fractions by learning how to 

subtract from a whole and how to work with mixed-number fractions. They will now be moving 

on to a new sequence on decimals. In history, the children produced persuasive writing to 

explain the importance of boosting morale during the London 1948 Olympics and how the 

event helped lift the nation after the war. Everyone enjoyed a fantastic cross-country event 

organised by Mr Jarad on Thursday afternoon, earning points for their tree groups. We would 

also like to congratulate the children who represented the school at the Monkleigh cross-

country event, they have worked very hard at running club over the last few weeks with Mr 

Slocombe, Mr Craker and me. Thank you for taking the time to attend parents evening this 

week. It was great to share progress with you all.

Have a great weekend!



Year 6 – Miss McLean

Year 6 have continued with their Harry Potter sequence in English this 

week. They have been practicing using apostrophes for omission and 

possession as well as inverted commas to punctuate dialogue correctly. 

The children then had the opportunity to write a set of instructions for a 

guide to Hogwarts including things such as how to ride a broomstick 

and how to win a wizard dual. In maths, to finish off the statistics unit, we 

have been learning about pie charts. The children have practiced 

reading, interpreting and accurately drawing pie charts using 

percentages and fractions of the whole. We have now started another 

short sequence on ratio. This week, the children have been introduced 

to the ratio symbol and have discussed how it is similar and different to 

using fractions. In science, the children discussed the idea of evolution 

and looked at how peppered moths adapted to their environment 

during the Industrial Revolution. They made a comic strip style 

storyboard to retell the events of the evolution of the species. In RE, they 

explored the Hindu view of life being in stages and related this to their 

own lives and beliefs. Some of our children had the opportunity to 

compete in a cross-country event on Wednesday afternoon hosted by 

Monkleigh Primary School. Thank you to Mr Slocombe, Mr Walter & Mr 

Craker for facilitating this event through running club. The children are 

very proud of their achievements on the day! Have a brilliant weekend! 

Class news

Year 5 – Mr Saltearn
Year 5 have had a fantastic week this week. In Maths, we have finished our sequence on 

statistics and have been practicing our skills of reading and interpreting different tables. In 

English, this week we have been finishing our sequence on Cloud Busting and have been 

drafting and editing our final isn’t life…. poems. It has been great to hear the children come up 

with their ideas about what makes life for them. 

This week in History we have been learning about what made the Vikings successful when 

raiding the monasteries. On Thursday, Year 5 along with the rest ok KS2 taking part in Mr Jarad’s 

cross country event, it was fantastic to see the children display resilience throughout their run. 

Have a great weekend Year 5.
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